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Kensington 
Philadelphia 


ST. BARNABAS’ CHURCH, Kensington, Philadelphia 


St. Barnabas’ Church is a two-story stone building which 
will seat 250 persons in the church and 300 in the parish 
hall. While the building is structurally sound, there is 
evident need for a considerable amount of renovation. This 
is the only building owned by the church. 


THE CHURCH NEIGHBORHOOD 


St. Barnabas’ Church is located in an area of the City of 
Philadelphia which is occupied by apartment houses, some sin- 
gle-home dwellings and a considerable amount of properties 
used for industry. The ethnic composition of the neighbor- 
hood is changing in that the majority of the residents in the 
area are now Negroes and Spanish-speaking peoples. 


Philadelphia is divided into tracts for the purposes of 
the United States Census Bureau. St. Barnabas' Church is 
located in Census Tract 19-A. This tract, together with 
four contiguous tracts have been arbitrarily assigned as the 
parish area. The following table gives information concern- 
ing the total population of this area, the number of Episco- 
palians in these tracts, and the total parish membership of 
St. Barnabas' Church found in this area: 


% OF TOTAL 926 26 
CENSUS TOTAL TOTAL POP. PARISH EPIS. PARISH 
TRACT POP. EPIS. EPIS. MEMB. MEMB. MEMB. 
19-A 7,938 113 Lia 43 38.1 21.8 
19-B 9,250 99 1,1 50 50.5 25.4 
19-D 6,631 71 1.4 53 74.6 26.9 
31-A 9,982 82 0.8 2 2.4 1.0 
33-7 14,158 249 1.8 2 0.8 1.0 


Total 47,954 614 13 150 24.4 76.1 
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With over 75% of the parish membership resident in the 
arbitrarily assigned parish area, this is easily classified 
as a neighborhood church. It should be noted that St. Barna- 
bas’ Church shares its arbitrarily assigned parish area with 
other Episcopal churches, especially St. Luke's Church in 
Kensington, St. Simeon's Church, the Church of the Good Shep- 
herd, and the Church of the Advent. In all fairness, the 
Church of the Advent cannot be viewed as a church that would 
have much statistical effect on the Episcopal membership in 
this area. 


The following table gives the population changes, where 
available, in the arbitrarily assigned parish area, the per- 
centage of the population 14 years of age and under and 65 
years of age and older, and the median age for both men and 
women in the area: 


CENSUS POPULATION 26 % 926 MED. 
TRACT 1950. 1960 CHANGE 14 & UNDER 65 & OVER M AGE F 
19-A NA 7,9238 28.0 10:8 2057 30:9 
E9-B 10,554 9,250 -12.4 30.0 11.2 299 32. 
E9sp NA 6,631 2959 10,0 281 31.6 
31-A 11,840 9,982 -15.7 28.9 935. .302.. 915.9 
33-J 15,549 14,153 - 9.0 20.9 9.6 30.8 33.3 

C—— —————— — M € 
Total 47,954 


The population of the City of Philadelphia decreased by 
3.3% between 1950 and 1960. It is obvious that the popula- 
tion in the parish area has been decreasing at a faster rate. 
In viewing the age structure of the population in the area, 
it should be noted that there are slightly more young people 
there than in the City of Philadelphia as a whole, and the 
median ages for men and women tend to be somewhat lower than 
the city in general. 


The following table gives information concerning the ed- 
ucation of adults 25 years of age and older in the arbitrarily 
assigned parish area: 


ED. OF ADULTS 25 YRS. OF AGE & OVER 


CENSUS % % % MEDIAN 
TRACT H.S.GRAD. COLL. 1-3 YRS. COLL. GRAD. ED. 
19-A b Le? 25 Gub 
19-B EL. 1.8 1.0 8,5 
19-D 10.6 1.9 1.4 8.5 
31-A 1145 1.5 0.7 8.7 
33-J 10.8 1.8 0.8 Bat 


In the City of Philadelphia, 20% of the adult population 
had a high school education, 5.1% had from one to three years 
of college, and 5.1% were college graduates. The median edu- 
cation level in the City of Philadelphia was 9.6%. It can be 
clearly seen that the level of education for adults in this 
arbitrarily assigned parish area was considerably below that 
for the city as a whole. 


The following table gives information concerning the changes 
in the non-white population between 1950 and 1960, the percent- 
age of the non-white population, and the numbers and percentages 
of the Puerto Rican population in the area: 


CENSUS NON-WHITE POPULATION % % PUERTO 
TRACT 1950 1960 CHANGE NON-WHITE RICAN 
19-A NA 387 4.9 195=2.5 
19-B 160 1,482 826.3 16.0 591=6.4 
19-D NA 792 11.9 470=7.1 
31-A 18 30 66.7 0.3 7520.8 
33-J 32 46 43.8 0,3 6720.5 


Total 2,737 Bv 1,398=2.9 


While the total Puerto Rican population appears to be 
low, its concentratión in this area is considerably above 
that for almost any other section of Philadelphia. It is 
interesting to note also that while the population de- 
creased in Census Tracts 19-B, 31-A, and 33-J, these areas 
had a considerable increase in the non-white population. 
The non-white population in the City of Philadelphia is 
26%. 


The following table gives information concerning the 
percentage of the population five years of age and older in 
1960 which had the same residence as in 1955: 


RESIDENCE 1960 


CENSUS SAME AS 1955 

TRACT 26 

ELIO Lr ee M 
19-A 54.9 

19-B 56.2 

19-D 58.4 

31-A 622 

33-J 6742 


In the City of Philadelphia, the residential Stability per- 
centage was 60%. As is indicated by the table, three of the 
tracts are below this percentage and two are above. The great- 
est differences appear in Census Tract 19-A, the tract in which 
the church is located,and Census Tract 33-J, the tract that con- 
tains the highest number of Episcopalians. It should be ob- 
served, however, that it is in the three tracts with the 
highest percentage of residential turnover that St. Barna- 
bas' Church has the bulk of its membership. 
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According to the Churck Self-Study Form, there are four 
public grade schools and two parochial grade schools in the 
church neighborhood. 


In addition to three other Episcopal churches, the fol- 
lowing churches are located within the church neighborhood: 
three Baptist churches, an Evangelical United Brethren Church, 
two Lutheran churches, two Roman Catholic churches, an Ar- 
menian Orthodox Church, a Ukrainian Orthodox Church, a Sal- 
vation Army Hall, a Synagogue, a Christian and Mission and 
Alliance Church, a Gospel Tabernacle, and a church not de- 
finable by denomination. 


THE CHURCH PROGRAM 


On an average Sunday morning, 77.1% of the reported bap- 
tized membership is in church. It should be noted that this 
is a fairly high percentage for Episcopal churches, with the 
national average being about 50%. Services of a Sunday 
morning begin with Morning Prayer at 9:15 a.m. followed by 
the Holy Communion at 9:30 a.m. The Holy Communion is again 
celebrated at 11:15 a.m. Weekday services consist of Morn- 
ing Prayer and Holy Communion on Wednesday mornings, and 
the church school opening service on Friday afternoons.  Spe- 
cial services during the year consist of Thursday Devotions 
in Lent, the Patronal Parish Festival, and the Three Kings 
Festival in Epiphany. 


The church school meets weekly on Friday afternoons, 
anc has an enrollment of 120 students and eight teachers. 
Classroom attendance during the past year varied from a low 
of 35 to a high of 100. There are six classes from kinder- 
garten through fifth grade, and a full hour is alloted for 
instruction. The teachers are recruited not only from the 
congregation but with the help of the Chaplain of the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, and students from this latter institu- 
tion have been persuaded to offer their time in teaching in 
the church school. The major problems facing the church 
School center in the high cost of church school materials, the 
inadequate background of many of the children, and the short- 
age of trained teachers. 


Confirmation classes are held by the vicar and instruction 
sessions for children are one hour in length, being held week- 
ly for 24 weeks. For adults, there are 15 sessions of one-hour 
length each. 


In summarizing the organizations in the church, it appears 
that there are two organizations for "omen, and none for men. 
The vestry is made up of both mer and women. Of the two organi- 
zations for women, only one is descri5ed in the Church Self-Study 
Form. This is the Women of the Church and the stated purpose 
of this organization is to raise mone; fcr the church. It should 
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be pointed out that this organization has aided in finding 
housing and providing clothing for Cuban Refugees. 


For an overall picture, it appears that the participa- 
tion level of 81 persons results in a figure of 93.2% of 
the communicant strength. Even accounting for tne fact 
that there are perhaps several people who belong to more 
than one organization, this ratio is exceptionally high for 
any Episcopal Church. It probably points to the fact, ‘also, 
that tne percentage of the total baptized membership that is 
made up of communicants of the church is below that for the 
average Episcopal Church. In all events, there seems to be 
a considerable involvement of the membership of the church 
in the activities of the church, and this is especially true 
among the children and young people. 


In examining the finances of the parish, it is inter- 
esting to see that the loose-plate offerings amount to a 
higher proportion of the total parish income than would nor- 
mally be expected of the Episcopal Church. This has a de- 
cided effect on the regular pledge giving of the church. In 
many instances, in analyzing the giving of the parish, the 
plate offerings may be safely ignored as a critical finan- 
eial factor. THis is a community in which there is a great 
deal of poverty and it was evident at the time of the visi- 
tation meeting that there were many members of the parish 
who were underprivileged in the matter of income.  There- 
fore, it is surprising to find that the average pledged gift 
per communicant amounted to $39.45. If the loose-plate of- 
ferings were added, this figure becomes $51.15. The diocesan 
average pledged giving for current expenses amounts to $46.61 
and the national average is $55.72. The parish has no debt, 
and at the present time does not meet its full Missionary 
Quota to the diocese. It should be observed, however, tnat 
no Every Member Canvass is conducted in the parish but the 
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Church Self-Study Form states that there may be a good poten- 
tial for self-support if there is a continuity of leadership 
in the parish. A final observation concerning finances: it 
appears that the operating expenses of the car driven by the 
priest, are paid for by the priest personally. 


The priest of the parish makes an average of 18 calls 
per week for all purposes. There is no organized lay call- 
ing in the parish, although the impression is given that 
members of the parish have good contacts with friends and 
neighbors concerning the church. A Coffee Hour provides an 
opportunity for fellowship after the services. Communica- 
tions within the parish and with the community-at-large are 
good, and St. Barnabas' Church has been reported on tele- 
vision for its activities in the Cuban Refugee Resettlement 
Program. Mailings to the membership of the congregation 
take place about four times a year. 


The Church Self-Study Form declares that the congrega- 
tion is community-minded, with the clergyman participating 
in local school affairs and such community organizations as 
the Police Department Youth Referral Board. Many of the mem- 
bers of the congregation are active in school affairs and in 
the Police Department Youth Referral Board. The parish spon- 
Sors Boy Scouts and a Friday afternoon church school draws 
many children whose parents are not active in the parish. 


In looking to the future, the committee which produced 
the Church Self-Study Form saw the need for a full-time pro- 
fessional Director of Religious Education and a Social Worker. 
It also saw a need to construct partitions for adequate class- 
rooms, to renovate the kitchen facilities, and to redecorate 
the church in general. The major opportunity presented to 
this congregation is that of incorporating the newer residents 
of the community into the fellowship of the church, and pro- 
viding the motivation and leadership for community better- 

ment. The major problems the congregation faces are small 
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membership, the difficulty of welding a Spanish and English- 
speaking congregation into a single unit, and the apathy of 
many peoples, both Latins and Anglo-Saxons, toward the 

church. On the basis of the Self-Study, there is an evident 
need for church school teacher-training, for organized activi- 
ties for girls, and a better program for recruiting membership. 
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eee er ROM MAPS 


St. Barnabas’Church locates a total of 197 persons in 
17 census tracts in the City of Philadelphia. The heaviest 
concentrations of the church's membership are in the census 
tracts near to the church. The table on the following page 


gives a complete distribution of the membership of the church. 


MEMBERSHIP DISTRIBUTION TABLE 
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REPORTED MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCIAL DATA FROM JOURNALS 


Between 1950 and 1960, the population of Philadelphia de- 
creased by 3.3%. During this same period, St. Barnabas’ Church 
increased by 45.7% in baptized membership. The following 
table gives the information concerning the percentage changes 
in membership for selected time periods: 


% CHANGE 
MEMBERSHIP STATUS 1950-60 1955-60 1960-63 
Baptized Members 45.7 -19.5 2.2 
Communicants -21.8 -63.9 6.7 
Church School -47.5 -26.8 --- 


It should be noted that there were no church school sta- 
tistics for 1962 and 1963, and the now successful church school 
began this year with its operations taking place on Friday 
afternoons. 


Comparative statistics for churches in the Kensington area 
are as follows: 


% CHANGE 
MEMBERSHIP STATUS 1950-60 1955-60 1960-63 
Baptized Members = 145 1.6 - 4.9 
Communicants - 5.6 - 3.4 -14.4 
Church School -12.2 -24.6 = 3.8 
The City of Philadelphia had comparative statistics as 
follows: 
% CHANGE 
MEMBERSHIP STATUS 1950-60 1955-60 1960-63 


Baptized Members - 4.8 
Communicants -11.3 -9.0 23.5 
Church School 143 
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Finally, the Diocese cf Pennsylvania had statistics for 
Episcopal churches as follows: 


% CHANGE 
MEMBERSHIP STATUS 1950-60 1955-60 1960-63 
Baptized Members 19.9 5.4 = 251 
Communicants 11.4 348 145 
Church School 41.8 OF 37 - 3.8 


Between 1961 and 1963, inclusive, St. Barnabas’ Church 
had 41 baptisms and 37 confirmations. The average ratio of 
baptisms to the communicant strength was 18.6% and the aver- 
age ratio of confirmations to the communicant strength was 
16.8%. In the Lower North Philadelphia area, these compara- 
tive statistics were 5.4% and 3.5%,respectively, and in the 
City of Philadelphia the ratios were 3.5% and 3.4%, respective- 
ly. The Diocese of Pennsylvania as a whole had figures of 
3.9% and 4.1%, respectively. It is generally considered neces- 
sary to have averages of 5% in both categories in order to 
maintain a level of the church's membership, and higher per- 
centages usually indicate growth in the parish. For some rea- 
Son or other, the 37 confirmations have not resulted in any 
where near comparable growth for St. Barnabas!Church. 


Between 1961 and 1963, inclusive, the total reported ex- 
penditures of St. Barnabas’ Church were $17,523.00, of which 
$1,294.00, or 7.4%, went for purposes outside of the parish. 
In Lower North Philadelphia, the ratio of total reported ex- 
penditures to extra-parochial expenditures was 7.5%, in the 
City of Philadelphia the ratio was 11.3%, and in the diocese 
as a whole this ratio rose to 14.2%. 


Between 1961 and 1963, inclusive, the average yearly ex- 
penditures per communicant amounted to $79.65, of which $5.88 
went for purposes outside of the parish. In Lower North Phil- 
adelphia Episcopal churches, these figures were $56.16 and 
$4.20, respectively, and in Philadelphia, the expenditures per 
communicant were $88.66, of which $10.02 went for purposes out- 
side of the parish. The Diocese of Pennsylvania had comparable 
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statistics of $73.71 and $10.45 per communicant respectively. 


It should be pointed out that while the expenditures per 
communicant are relatively high when St. Barnabas' is com- 
pared to other Episcopal churches in Lower North Philadelphia, 
the expenditures run lower than the average for churches in 
Philadelphia. 
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DATA ON THE CONGREGATION 


It is unfortunate that the parish was not able to take 
a census of a proportion of the baptized membership that 
would. be large enough for a statistical analysis to be 
made. It is evident from the less than adequate report that 
a heavy proportion of the congregation is under 15 years of 
age, and the concentration of adult members is in the 30- 
55-year age range, with distinct drop-off in numbers in 
other age brackets. 


Of the 93 persons reporting on their length of member- 
Ship in this congregation, 51 have been members for less 
than five years. 


One-half of the total number of persons who are in Epis- 
copal families and belong to other churches, are Roman Cath- 
olics, but two-thirds of those who listed a former member- 
Ship in another church were Roman Catholics. 


In the report on the occupations of the members of the 
church, it is interesting to observe that of the gainfully 
employed, there are no professional persons or sales workers, 
and that the heaviest concentration is to be found among semi- 
Skilled workers. The semi-skilled make up just a little less 
than half of all the work force. 


Of the adults 25 years of age and older reporting on their 
education, the largest group is made up of those who completed 
from five to eight grades of formal schooling only. The next 
largest group is made up of those who have had from one to 
three years of high school, and this is followed by an even 
smaller number of persons who are high school graduates. 

Those who have had any college training at all are al- 
most non-existent in this parish. 


Of the 64 persons reporting on their ethnic background, 
25 are Spanish-Americans. The total of Anglo-Saxons and North- 
ern Europeans make up only 30, and the remainder of those re- 
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porting come from Southern European, Asian, and Negro back- 
grounds. A fairly large proportion of all those reporting 
are foreign-born. 


That this is a neighborhood church is clearly indicated 
by those reporting on time and distance from the church. 26 
out of 37 families live within a mile of the church and 30 
out of 35 families can get to church in less than 20 minutes. 


Considering the nature of the neighborhood, home owner- 
ship is quite high with 19 out of 35 families reporting 
ownership of their own homes. 25 of these families live in 
single-family dwellings. A total of 19 out of 29 families 
live in homes built before the turn of the century. 


DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


ST. BARNABAS' CHURCH, Kensington, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


PH-46 St. Barnabas' Church is accomplishing a most 
HB/ht successful ministry in the face of some of the 

sk most adverse conditions imaginable. One of the 

1 reasons for the success of this program is the 


dedication of the priest of this parish and his 
willingness to prepare himself thoroughly for 
the task of ministering to this neighborhood. 
Given the need to minister to Spanish-speaking 
peoples, the priest ,commendably, spent a year 
in Puerto Rico preparing himself both in the 
language and in the cultural background of the 
people whom he was eventually to serve. Such 
dedication and preparation is rare, and should 
be recognized. 


Since St. Barnabas' is a Mission of the Diocese, 
these recommendations should be studied carefully 
by diocesan officials, as well as by the local parish, 
One of the primary problems confronting the parish 
and which should be considered by the diocese, is the 
condition of the church's physical plant. The build- 
ing in which worship services and parish activities 
are held is adequate as far as size is concerned, but 
woefully inadequate in terms of the arrangement of 
the facilities. The church proper is on the second 
floor, and there are a number of persons with physical 
afflictions who would find it difficult to enter the 
church. The division of space on the first floor is 
hardly adequate. It is recommended, therefore, that 
the mission and the diocese together investigate a 
possible rearrangement of the facilities of this build- 
ing with the help of an architect. It is further 
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recommended that the diocese not encourage the 
parish in proposed renovation without committing 
itself to at least a portion of the financial 
responsibility for such renovation. Considering 

the present success of the ministry in St. Barnabas', 
the commitment of the diocese to such help would 

be a fitting recognition of this ministry and an 
encouragement for the future. 


One of the very successful programs of St. 
Barnabas' Church is that of Christian education 
for young people with classes scheduled not on 
the traditional Sunday date, but rather on Friday 
afternoons. It is interesting to note that part 
of the teaching staff for the church school program 
is drawn from University of Pennsylvania students. 
This should be encouraged wherever possible.  How- 
ever, the development of teacher-training on the 
local level is of prime necessity. Yet one of the 
difficulties faced by this parish, not only in a 
teacher-training program but in the church school 
itself, is the problem of language and cultural 
differences which hinder the development of such 
a program. It is, therefore, suggested that the 
parish consult with the Christian Education Department 
of the diocese concerning the adapting of programs 
for Spanish-speaking peoples. It may be necessary 
to develop translated materials for both the Sunday 
school and the teacher-training program. 


The amalgamation of immigrants into American 
life is the subject of many sociological discourses. 
Nearly all of them agree that of primary importance 
is the acquisition of language skills. It is suggested 
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that the parish investigate the possibility of 
providing aid to Spanish-speaking peoples in learning 
the English language. This would equip such people 
with tools to earn a better living and to incorporate 
themselves into the mainstream of American society 
with greater ease. Since there are English classes 
for those who speak only in foreign tongues in the 
public school system, perhaps there is a need for 

the local church to encourage enrollment in these 
classes. Furthermore, the church could take some 

of the responsibility for seeing that the local 
schools offer the courses at times convenient to 

the working hours of the people involved, and 

perhaps make provision for child-care while parents 
attend these schools. It is further suggested that 
the Spanish language services of the church be used 
as a way of teaching English to the Spanish-speaking 
congregation. No doubt, much Christian education 

and training in theology would come about as a by- 
product of this effort. 


It is recommended that the church investigate the 
feasibility of joining in the summer service projects 
sponsored by the National Church. It should first 
be decided what phases of this project would be most 
helpful for the local parish, and then application 
for inclusion in the project could be made through 
the normal channels. 


